
Use this FREE resource to get your students writing and 
performing their own poetry and host a school poetry 
slam. Participating schools can submit one student 
poem to be published in the annual anthology, Speaking 
My Truth, featuring young voices from across the nation. 

TEACHER PACK 
CELEBRATE WORLD  
POETRY DAY

1 Use the lesson plan and accompanying videos to get your students writing and 
performing poetry. Why not also try our two extension lessons to take it further? 

2 Host your school poetry slam using our handy guide to celebrate UNESCO’s World 
Poetry Day on or around March 21

 Ĕ Deadline: Monday 25th April, to be printed in an anthology released in June.
 Ĕ Please ensure that your nominated student poem:

 Ĕ Is your students’ own original work
 Ĕ Uses language that’s kind to others and respects differences
 Ĕ Is in English (a translation from another language is fine)

3 Head to our website here to submit one poem to feature in our annual poetry 
anthology, Speaking My Truth, at no cost to your school. 

United Kingdom
National Commission 
for UNESCO



NOTES

 Ĕ Suitable for KS2-KS3. Please adapt as you wish.

 Ĕ The theme of this lesson is Speaking My Truth. You can use the following notes to help contextualise this theme: 
Your truth can be grand and universal or small and personal. Your truth can make comments on the world, or make 
demands of that world, towards the world we want to see. It might come from your language, your history, your identity, 
your country, your family, what you believe in, the challenges you face, your future, what you’re thankful for or what you 
want to change or become.

 Ĕ To take the learning further, use our two optional video lessons with professional poets (and accompanying Lesson 
Plans) to complement the lesson below, available on our website here:

 Ĕ Editing your Poetry (KS2 and KS3 versions)

 Ĕ Performing your Poetry (KS2 and KS3 versions)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

 Ĕ Know what spoken word poetry is

 Ĕ Understand what makes a great piece of creative writing 

 Ĕ Be able to write and perform a piece of original poetry on the theme of Speaking My Truth, working in groups

RESOURCES

 Ĕ Paper, pens 

 Ĕ Video:  Poetess Jess welcomes you to Spoken Word Power

 Ĕ Extension Videos: Editing and Performing your poems

  LESSON  PLAN

https://youtu.be/szVTtH7VPMs


STARTER (10 MINS)

1. Watch: Video:  Poetess Jess welcomes you to Spoken Word Power
2. Discuss: You are going to create spoken word poetry like Poetess Jess. What is Spoken Word Poetry? What do you like about her 

performance? 

ACTIVITY (35 MINS)

1. Discussion: Speaking My Truth 
We’re going to be writing poems on the theme of Speaking My Truth. Oprah Winfrey said “What I know for sure is that 
speaking your truth is the most powerful tool we all have”. In pairs, discuss WHAT you think this means and WHY is it 
powerful to speak your truth?  

2. Individual Writing Task: Identity Maps 
Individually, write the words ‘My Truth Is…’  in the middle of your page. Create a mind map using words to describe your 
personal truth - adjectives, verbs, nouns, people, places and memories  
E.g Standing up for my rights, mum’s chicken curry, lazy sundays

 Ĕ Next, choose three of the words on the mindmap to expand and add details to. Be specific: who, what, when, where, 
why? and add detail using the 5 senses: What can you smell, see, hear, touch, taste?

 Ĕ Finally, create a list poem using your favourite items from your mindmap

   

3. Group Writing Task

 Ĕ Individually, circle your favourite 3-5 lines. 

 Ĕ In groups of three combine your writing together to make a group poem, with one stanza per person, deciding on 
the best order for your lines. 

 Ĕ As a group, come up with a ‘chorus’ to tie your poem together between stanzas. 

PLENARY (5 MINS)

Students volunteer to read their work aloud.

Create a supportive performance space in your classroom by making sure there is room at the front of the class to perform, 
checking that everyone is quiet and listening, and encouraging applause for each performer. 

LEVEL 

 UP

LEVEL 

 UP

GLOSSARY

Introduce a language focus with a rule, using language devices students are 
studying, e.g use at least one simile, metaphor, example of imagery

Try our 2 x Video Lessons with professional poets: Editing your Poem & Performing your Poem. Use the writing 
from this lesson as a starting point for both video lessons. KS2 & KS3 versions are available.

A list poem is a series of items in a list arranged in a special or interesting way to create a poem.

GLOSSARY A chorus is a repeated line between stanzas that often refers to the theme of the poem

https://youtu.be/szVTtH7VPMs


WHAT IS A POETRY SLAM?

A poetry slam is an event celebrating the competitive art of performance poetry. It puts an emphasis on both writing and 
performance, encouraging poets to focus on what they’re saying and how they’re saying it. At traditional poetry slams, poets 
are judged by members of the audience, but in youth slams we typically have a panel of three VIP judges.

HOW TO PUT ON YOUR SCHOOL POETRY SLAM

 ˔ Plan in-class time to help your class practise and memorise their poems

 ˔ Decide on a convenient date / time for parents, teachers & other year groups to watch. 

 ˔ Book your school hall or theatre and arrange to use the stage and microphones

 ˔ Invite parents, Headteacher, SLT, governors, federated schools etc to watch

 ˔ Decide on your running order

 ˔ Decide who your host and judges will be. These could be Headteacher, students, parents etc. You might want to tell the 
judges which group has worked particularly hard. Judges can use the sample scoring sheet on our website here

 ˔ Arrange extra entertainment for the slam to showcase other performing arts. E.g singing /music at key moments like the 
opening/whilst judges deliberate.

JUDGING TIPS AND TRICKS

Judges should select one poet/team of poets to represent your school in the Speaking My Truth poetry anthology.  We 
recommend that your judges give more than one award. Usually there are 3 awards at a youth poetry slam and categories 
include: Poetry Writing Award, Performance Award and Theme Award. Access a scoresheet template on our website here

SUGGESTED JUDGING CRITERIA

 Ĕ Performance techniques, including stage presence & confidence

 Ĕ Interesting & creative interpretation of the theme

 Ĕ Use of vocabulary,  imagery & poetic devices

 Ĕ Emotional impact

 Ĕ Teamwork

YOUR  SCHOOL POETRY SLAM

eastside.org.uk/spoken-word-power/get-involved

GET INVOLVED
schools@eastside.org.uk

https://www.eastside.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/SWP-Open-Call-Scoresheet.pdf
http://eastside.org.uk/spoken-word-power/get-involved

