
In this lesson, our expert poet educator Blue Saint will 
guide your students though a range of Poetry Editing 
techniques to enhance their writing, focusing on 
improving areas like adding detail and using language 
devices.

EXTENSION LESSON 1:

EDITING YOUR 
POETRY

United Kingdom
National Commission 
for UNESCO

NOTES
 Ĕ Suitable for KS3/4.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

 Ĕ Know how to edit their writing using tools such as personification
 Ĕ Understand how to use sensory language to enhance their writing
 Ĕ Be able to enhance the structure and style of their writing

RESOURCES
 Ĕ Paper, pens 
 Ĕ Video:  Poetry Editing Techniques
 Ĕ Your students’ poems



STARTER (10 MINS)
1. Describing Truth Follow Blue’s instructions to complete a free writing activity to get you thinking 

creatively about your truth.

 Ĕ Then, Blue will ask you to add some of your new lines to your poem.

ACTIVITIES (35 MINS)
1. Using Personification:  

Follow Blue through a visualisation activity to describe a chosen object or abstract noun as a 
person.

 Ĕ Then, Blue  will ask you to use the image you thought up in your mind about your chosen 
personified object to expand your poem by additing this detail.

2. Using Metaphors:  
First, identify and underline as many verbs as possible in your poem. Replace them with more 
interesting alternatives.

 Ĕ Blue will then ask you to identify and underline any adverbs in your poem. Replace these 
adverbs (words ending with ‘-ly’) with a metaphor or simile.

3. Using Extended Metaphors:  
Brainstorm words associated with your chosen theme. Expand these words into phrases that you 
could add into lines of your poem.

 Ĕ Once you have a few phrases down, try inserting them into a sentence within your poem.

4. Using Refrains:  
Add a refrain into your poem by choosing a line or word that stands out and repeat it when it feels 
right.

PLENARY (5 MINS)
5. Sharing Our Work: 

Share your work with a partner or your class, depending on how much time you have.

Create a supportive performance space in your classroom by making sure there is room at the front of the class 
to perform, checking that everyone is quiet and listening, and encouraging applause for each performer. 
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