
In this lesson, our expert poet educator Kes Gill-Martin 
will guide your students though a range of Poetry 
Editing techniques to enhance their writing, focusing on 
improving areas like adding detail and using language 
devices.
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NOTES
 Ĕ Suitable for KS2.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

 Ĕ Learn techniques for developing their writing
 Ĕ Understand the importance of editing their poetry
 Ĕ Be able to create polished group poems

RESOURCES
 Ĕ Paper, pens 
 Ĕ Video:  Poetry Editing Techniques
 Ĕ Your students’ poems



STARTER (5 MINS)
1. Join in with a game of Stop/Go, Jump/Clap with Kes! Follow Kes’ instructions to complete the 

game, the more space you have for this the better, but you can participate whilst on the spot too

ACTIVITIES (30 MINS)
1. Creating Tableaus:  

In groups of four, create a still image on the theme of ‘truth’  

 Ĕ Then, Kes will ask you to take it in turns to step out of the still image and write down one thing 
you can observe from the picture using the format: ‘Truth is...’

 Ĕ Finally, Kes will prompt you to take time to insert this new line or lines into your poem

2. Creating Striking Lines:  
Look at your writing and find lines that could be improved and made more vivid with the use of 
poetic techniques

 Ĕ First, find a place in your poem to include some descriptive language, using the 5 senses
 Ĕ Kes will then ask you to find a place in your poem to develop imagery using a simile
 Ĕ Finally, Kes will ask you to create rhythm in your poem by including alliteration or rhyme in one 

line

PLENARY (15 MINS)
3. Time to Perform! 

Rehearse your poem. Don’t forget to include the changes you’ve made to your poem today; how 
will this affect the way you perform your piece?

 Ĕ Kes will then ask you to share back with the class. Your teacher can choose as many volunteers 
to perform as you have time for.

Create a supportive performance space in your classroom by making sure there is room at the front of the class 
to perform, checking that everyone is quiet and listening, and encouraging applause for each performer. 

www.eastside.org.uk/SpokenWordPower
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