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PLEDGE YOUR ALLEGIANCE:
CHANGE POETRY
WITH DAISY BARRETT NASH

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students know:

 Ĕ About the different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the 
improvement of his or her community, to include the opportunity to 
participate actively in community volunteering, as well as other forms of 
responsible activity 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

 Ĕ Learn about how protest can improve the community we live in
 Ĕ Discuss and understand social issues that are important to you
 Ĕ Write and perform a group poetry performance around a social issue that 

you are passionate about

RESOURCES 
 Ĕ Video Workshop: Pledge Your Allegiance with Daisy Barrett Nash
 � Handout: Bop Poem handout

ADDITIONAL NOTE
This workshop explores ideas around protest. Protesting is legal in England 
and Wales, the right to protest is protected under the European Convention 
of Human Rights. However, this only applies to peaceful protest and does not 
extend to any violence inflicted or damage caused during a protest.
https://nationallegalservice.co.uk/uk-protest-rights/

VIDEO 
WORKSHOP
KEY STAGE 3
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LESSON PLAN
Instructions are on screen in the video. 
Pause the video at each instruction while your students complete the task. 

WARM UP | 10 MINS
1. Write down three things that you would like to see changed or made more equal in your 

community.Discuss your words as a class, writing down any new words on the handout 
(5 mins)

2. Share your list with your group and practice the chant as a group, taking it in turns to 
add your ideas in.(5 mins)

WRITING CHANGE POEMS | 20 MINS
1. In groups of 4, write the first stanza of your Change Poem by writing three problems 

connected to your chosen issue (5 mins)
2. In groups,  write the second stanza of your Change Poem by writing four pledges that 

you will commit to personally, helping improve the issue in your community (5 mins)
3. In groups, write the final stanza of your Change Poem by writing three demands that 

you wish to see from the people in charge.
4. In your groups, decide on a repeated line, or chorus, and write it into your poem e.g ‘No 

Justice, No Peace’  

PERFORMING CHANGE POEMS| 20 MINS
1. Choose one or more performance and physicality techniques to use in your poetry 

performance
2. As a group, practice your poem and prepare to perform
3. Perform your poems to the rest of the class. 
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