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CELEBRATING 
OLAUDAH EQUIANO 
POETRY WITH ADISA 
THE VERBALISER
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students know:

 Ĕ About diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the 
United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

 Ĕ Learn about the life of Olaudah Equiano and the challenges he faced in 
fighting for an end to slavery.  

 Ĕ Understand how language can be used to draw attention to an important 
issue, through listening to an extract from his book.

 Ĕ Write poetry celebrating the life of Olaudah Equiano and create protest 
poetry about issues that are important to us.

 
 Ĕ RESOURCES 
 Ĕ Video Workshop: Celebrating Olaudah Equiano wth Adisa the 

Verbaliser
 Ĕ Paper/pens

ADDITIONAL NOTE
This workshop explores ideas around protest. Protesting is legal in 
England and Wales, the right to protest is protected under the European 
Convention of Human Rights. However, this only applies to peaceful 
protest and does not extend to any violence inflicted or damage caused 
during a protest.
https://nationallegalservice.co.uk/uk-protest-rights/

CREATIVE VIDEO 
WORKSHOPS
KEY STAGE 3

http://www.eastside.org.uk
https://twitter.com/EastsideLondon
mailto:schools%40eastside.org.uk?subject=
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LESSON PLAN
Instructions are on screen in the video.  
Pause the video at each instruction while your students complete the task. 

WARM UP | 10 MINS
1. Discuss in pairs what you think was the most important personal quality that Olaudah 

Equiano displayed.
2. Create a cinquain poem to capture the essence of your chosen quality. 

Cinquain Structure: 
Line 1: 2 syllables
Line 2: 4 syllables
Line 3: 6 syllables
Line 4: 8 syllables
Line 5: 2 syllables

WRITING: KENNING POEM| 10 MINS
1. Create a Kenning Poem, by coming up with 5 ‘kennings’ and listing these in a chosen 

order to celebrate Olaudah’s spirit. 

WRITING: PROTEST POETRY | 15 MINS
1. Write a list of things you’d like to change about the world around you. (5 mins)
2. Write your poem using the title, ‘In My Revolution…’ See if you can enhance your 

language by using metaphors and similes in your poem. (10 mins)

POETRY PERFORMANCE| 10 MINS
1. Perform your poems to the rest of the class. 
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