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 BLACK  
LIVES   
MATTER
PROTEST POETRY  
ABOUT OLIVE MORRIS

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students know:

 Ĕ The range of diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in 
the United Kingdom

 Ĕ The different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of 
his or her community

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

 Ĕ Learn historical details about what life was like for Black people in Britain 
in the 1970s and 1980s through how activist Olive Morris fought for equality

 Ĕ Analyse poetry written by Hugh Boatswain, a young black poet writing in 
the 1970s to understand the treatment of black people during this era

 Ĕ Write their own original poetry to celebrate the contribution of Olive 
Morris to the improvement of our community

RESOURCES
 Ĕ Video Workshop: Protest Poetry about Olive Morris(KS3)
 Ĕ Pens/pencils
 Ĕ Paper 
 Ĕ Resource: Olive Morris Fact Sheet
 Ĕ Extract from Hugh Boatswain’s poem ‘Cut Up Dub’

CREATIVE 
VIDEO 
WORKSHOPS 
FOR SCHOOLS
WITH REMI 
GRAVES
KEY STAGE 3

RESOURCES 
 Ĕ Pens/pencils
 Ĕ Paper 
 Ĕ Resource: Olive Morris Fact Sheet
 Ĕ Resource: Poetry Writing Grid
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LESSON PLAN
Instructions are on screen in the video. 
Pause the video at each instruction  
while your students complete the task. 

WARM UP | 5 MINS
1. ‘Free write’ without stopping about what you 

think is going on in the photo. 
 What do you think she was saying? 
 What kind of person do you think she was?
2. Underline your favourite words and sentences from your writing and share them.

ACTIVITY | 10 MINS
Read the extract from Hugh Boatswain’s poem ‘Cut Up Dub’ and discuss with a partner:

 What do you think the poem is about? 
 What do you think Hugh aimed to achieve?
 Can you think of any similarities between what the poet experienced and our   

world today?

ACTIVITY | 15 MINS
Write a poem for Olive Morris. 

1. Create a 6 part grid and fill in the boxes with interesting things about Olive.
 Ĕ Something about Olive’s style 
 Ĕ Something about Olive’s personality 
 Ĕ Something she did for her community

2. Now create your poem by expanding your points into lines of poetry and adding more detail.

PLENARY (10 MINS)
Share your poetry with your class, providing positive and helpful feedback to others. 

EXTRA CHALLENGE: 
Write a monologue from Olive’s perspective. Imagine that she is speaking to you in the 
modern day. What do you think she would want to say?

 Ĕ What was she passionate about?
 Ĕ What do you think it would be like to live in her time?
 Ĕ What inspires you most about Olive?

NOTE ON THE PLAN 
We recommend that you review content before 
delivering this lesson and plan adequate class 
discussion time to ensure space for your students 
to express their thoughts and feelings on this 
important topic fully, as there are issues that may 
need to be unpacked in more detail with a teacher 
guiding this. We also recommend that this lesson 
is delivered as part of a wider programme of work 
on this topic. You may decide to split the content 
into multiple lessons to provide the necessary 
time to discuss the important issues raised. 
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