
Having been on the board of Eastside since the summer of 2011, and Chair since 2015, I 
have been in a very fortunate position to see how it has grown and developed over the last 
nine years, initially under the passionate and engaged stewardship of Chris and Rakhee 
(who founded it in 1994) and, since the start of 2017, under Matt’s exciting and energetic 
leadership. Alongside them I have also been fortunate to benefit from the hard work of a 
committed and collegiate team, a growing pool of talented and creative artists and a range of 
generous and ambitious partners, including (but not limited to) key stakeholders like the Arts 
Council England, Adobe, the British Film Institute, the British Board of Film Classification, 
BAFTA, Disney, the John Lyon's Charity as well as a great number of supportive schools, 
local authorities (notably Hackney and Southwark) and many individuals too. 
 
  
 
All of the vibrant and varied projects Eastside has delivered over this time are too numerous 
to mention here but there have been some personal highlights for me. These have included 
a number of slam poetry events, particularly Verse vs Verse with our friends at the Criterion 
Theatre, where it has been wonderful to see the creative outpourings of thousands of 
children and young people, some incredible short films made by a wide variety of young 
talent who we hope will become the next generation of writers, producers, directors and 
actors in the UK film industry, bringing much needed diversity to the sector, and our first 
national project, I know I wish I will which, although finally delivered as a digital event, took 
artists into schools in some of the country’s most culturally deprived areas. I have also been 
excited to see how Eastside’s own HQ in Shoreditch has been renovated and reimagined 
and is on the way to becoming a busy and bustling hub for the team, for other creative 
communities and a focal point for delivering exciting new programmes that have yet to be 
dreamed up! 
 
  
 
There have been a number of challenges too along the way, not least the difficult backdrop 
of a decline in funding for the arts and of course, the curveball that Covid-19 has 
unexpectedly thrown the whole arts and education sectors this year. However thanks to the 
dedication and diligence of fellow trustees, past and present, I have always been very lucky 
to have tireless support on the board too. The last couple of years have also seen this grow 
with a broad base of new trustees bringing much-needed skills, expertise and network. 
 
  
 



This has meant that Eastside, while not immune from recent storms, is well positioned to 
weather them and then to thrive in a world where access to creative opportunities will be 
more valuable than ever. I am particularly excited that we have managed to bring in a vastly 
experienced new Chair, Terry Corby. Terry has held a number of senior leadership roles, 
from Sainsburys to KPMG, but has most recently overseen the merger of the Creative 
Industries Federation with Creative England. This has given him rare access to, and an 
understanding of, the beating heart of creativity in this country. I am confident that Matt, 
working closely with Terry and the rest of the board, will be able to take Eastside onwards 
and upwards into the next phase of it’s exciting journey. 
 
 
 


