About David Lund
David Lund was an outstanding
English teacher at University College
School between 1967 and 1996. He
was passionate about teaching,
literature, jazz music, and creativity
in all its forms. David left a huge
mark on every student he ever
taught and on the wider community.
Through his commitment to
nurturing every student David guided
thousands of young people
successfully through their English
language and literature studies.
In spite of a diagnosis of Parkinson’s
disease in 1985, David became head of the English department and established an ethos of
joyful learning before retiring in 1996. David passed away in 2010. He was survived by his
brother Peter, who also passed later the same year. The Lund Family generously
bequeathed the residue of their estate to charities whose mission was to support the
creative development of young people.
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A remarkable connection with Eastside
Eastside’s CEO/Artistic Director is an old boy and former Head boy (1988) of UCS. Matt
recently returned to UCS this year to tell Headteacher, Mark Beard, the surprising story of a
gift in a will from former UCS teacher David Lund’s family.
Matt immediately recognised the Lund family name when he received the letter and
contacted the solicitors to confirm the connection with his old school. Having discussed
with friends, family and Old Gowers, Matt decided that the best way to honour his former
English teacher’s memory and his wonderful generosity would be to establish the Lund Fund
in order to establish long-lasting legacies and programmes of creative learning opportunities
reaching the most underserved schools across London and beyond for the long term future.

The Lund Fund will enable Eastside to reach thousands of young people, year after year,
with life changing creative learning experiences at a time when funding for the arts and
culture in mainstream education is seriously reduced. This fund will ensure that the Lund
family’s posthumous gift is sustained and developed in perpetuity.
UCS Headteacher Mark Beard writers
‘...UCS is committed to delivering a brilliant
education for all of its students and is delighted to be
working with Matt and Eastside to develop this
wonderful fund. We will be working with our
development teams to ensure that all of David Lund’s
past students know about this initiative and are able
to contribute to its success.’

Eastside’s Matt Lane writes
‘...Returning to UCS to meet with Mark and the
team was a joy. Walking around the building on a
guided tour with Head Girl Mayi and monitor Sam
reminded me of just how special a place UCS is
and how fortunate I was to receive such a creative
and nurturing education. David Lund was a major
influence on me and although I studied medicine
at University and went on to practise as a Doctor,
it was a love of the arts and music that has
defined my career prompting me to change path
and pursue acting, directing through to running
major cultural programmes for the Royal Opera
House and now leading Eastside. The contribution

and influence David Lund made is very clear to me. His love of art and culture was evident
alongside his incredible Thursday night Jazz concerts where I got to hear the likes of Ronnie
Scott play at the aptly named Lund Theatre as well as being treated to all sorts of other
events including Fry and Laurie’s stand up shows, the Cambridge Footlights revues and many
other memorable events. I came to realise pretty quickly that schools like UCS are the
exception rather than the rule. For most young people growing up in London, there aren’t
weekly concerts, there aren’t the chances to visit the West End let alone put on your own
play. The Lund Fund will help change this, through providing amazing opportunities for those
young people who need it most…’

